The Eastern Question

Powers resided, was signed on October I2th, 1878. This
provided for further reforms, including the use of Greek as
the official language. In 1885 the Christians in Crete again
proclaimed their union with Greece and Abdul Hamid
promptly abrogated the PACT OF HAL&PA. However, in 1896
after pressure from the Powers the Pact was revived, a Chris-
tian Governor-General appointed, an Assembly summoned
and the Christian leaders prepared a scheme of reforms which
were approved by the Powers and accepted by the Sultan.
But in the following year, after a Moslem riot during which
a part of the Christian quarter of Canea had been burnt down,
a National Pan-Greek Society in Greece forced the King to
intervene. This led to war between Turkey and Greece.
The Powers, with the exceptions of Austria-Hungary and
Germany who had withdrawn from the Concert, occupied
coast towns in the Island and in 1898 after the British Vice-
Consul in Candia had been murdered ordered the Turks to
leave. In April 1899 a new and liberal Constitution was
drafted by a young Cretan lawyer, the celebrated Monsieur
Venizelos, and Prince George of Greece was invited by the
Powers to act as High Commissioner. In 1905 the Islanders
again proclaimed the Union, Prince George resigned and was
succeeded by Monsieur Ziamis, a former Greek premier. On
October i2th, '1908, the Assembly voted the Union of the
Island with Greece. As the High Commissioner happened
to be absent on leave a provisional Government of six mem-
bers, including Monsieur Venizelos, was appointed to govern
the Island in the name of the King of the Hellenes, but Mon-
sieur Theotokis, the Greek Prime Minister, was not sympathetic
and ignored the Cretans. The British Government took the
attitude that nothing should be done which might impair the
new regime in Turkey. The Italians maintained the view
that no alteration in the status quo should be permitted with-
out the consent of all the Powers. Austria-Hungary and
Germany seem to have been sympathetic towards the idea of
union. The Concert declared its willingness for the question
to be discussed with Turkey provided order were maintained
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